Minutes of November 25, 2009 General Meeting
Attended by:

Executive represented: Jeff Martell, Peter Whitfield, Mike McMahon, Al Luce, Keith Robbins, Paul Provis, Rob MacKay, Brian Sharples, Tom Parks, Dave Hunter, and Ted Thornes
Teams represented: A1,A2,A3,A4,A5,A7.B1,B2,B4,B6,B7,C1,C2,C3,C4,C5,C7,C8,C11,D1,D3,D4,D5,D6,E1,E2,E3,E4,E6,F1,F3,F5,F6 
1. Elections for 2010 Executive Positions
Mike advised that all current executives are willing to for their same positions in 2010. Mike then asked if there is anyone else interested in running for a position in 2010. As no one expressed interest Mike announced that the current 2009 executives are all re-elected for the 2010 season 

2. Disciplinary Issue’s in 2009

Mike advised that our league experienced an increase in disciplinary issues this year with the most serious resulting in the life time suspension from our league of 2 individuals. Mike reminded everyone that we should all be more focused on the sportsmanship of the game and more tolerant in confrontational situations. You might not agree with every call or players actions but there are acceptable courses of action to take. Peter advised that our league has created a Disciplinary Committee (DC) consisting of the leagues Vice President (Peter Whitfield) and 2 other appointed executives (currently Jeff Martell (Registrar) and Eric Bell (Past President)). The standard process is for any player ejection to be reported by the umpire to our Umpire in Chief (Brian Sharples) who then in turn passes the issue to the DC with his comments. The DC then solicits reports from both teams through the division’s convenors. The DC will then rule if any further disciplinary actions are needed and log the issue to help in dealing with repeat offenders.   
3. Presented Executive Motions
Mike put forward that the following motions have been recommended by the executive: 1)“To increase our leagues umpire fee’s from $30 per game to $35 per game starting in 2010” and 2) To increase our leagues annual team fee’s from $1,250 to $1,350.00 starting in 2010”
Mike reviewed a history of our league fee’s stating: 

- League started to use umpires for regular season in 1990, prior to that games were umpired by team members

- In 1990 league fees were increased from $35 to $40 per player

- in 1992 league fee’s were increased from $40 to $55 as league went to umpired regular season games, umpires were paid $25 per game

- In 1993 league fees were increased from $55 to $65 per player

- In 1995 league fees were changed to a per team basis of $1,100 per team

- In 1998 league fees were increased to $1,250 per team to help fund new diamond construction

- In 2000 umpire fee’s increased to $30 per game

Mike then shared our research of league and umpire fees of other softball and slowpitch leagues in Durham and other districts and the issue was then discussed.

Mike then asked the floor to vote.

Motion 1) 27 yes, 2 no, motion passed   Motion 2) 31 yes, 1 no, motion passed
4. Diamond Updates
Comments from floor about the excessive length of the grass at Kinsmen North and the problem of the fence in right field at Kinsmen North being on the wrong side of the poles.

Al will once again bring these issues forward to the City expressing our leagues concern for safety.
5. Team Rosters
Each team is responsible to provide their convenors a roster of their team members prior to the start of the season. An electronic spreadsheet can be found on our website pickeringmensslowpitch.ca. Report any changes immediately to your convenor. Additions after June 15th must be approved by league executive pending status of waiting list. All team members should be residents of Pickering/Ajax or business owners
Suggestion from floor that in order to qualify for playoff eligibility you have to play a minimum amount of regular season games. Much discussion with the executive concerned about tracking this. Andrew Slivinsky made a motion “A player must play a minimum of 5 regular season games to be eligible to play in playoffs”. Seconded by Mark Racioppa. Vote taken and motion was defeated. 
6. Treasurers Report
Keith presented our leagues 1) Statement of Operations and Net Assets and 2) Balance Sheet for Year ended September 30, 2009. No questions were asked. 
7. 2010 Calendar
Al presented next years schedule of game dates and advised that one of the scheduled tournaments will change. 
8. Rules Clinic
Our league will be holding a rules clinic preseason which will be mandatory for all umpires and new team representatives. Clinic to be run by our Umpire in Chief (Brian Sharples). Date, time and location TBA.

9. League Allowed Bats
The ASA illegal bat list is posted on our website and present in all PMSPL bunkers. All other bats will be acceptable.
10. NSA Awards
Executive distributed 2 dry fit NSA shirts to each team represented at the general meeting. 

11. New Business

1) Paul Provis presented the idea that ejected players will be an automatic out for the remainder of the game. Lengthy discussion followed. Paul made a motion “Any ejected player will be an out for the rest of the game when he comes up to bat”. Seconded by Mark Racioppa and voted on. Yes 20, No 18 motion passed.
2) Question asked as to whether the league will again be offering CPR and first aid training again this spring. Answer was yes and times, dates and place will be communicated in advance
3) Dale Suiter made a motion “The automatic out for an ejected player cannot be the last out of the inning” seconded by Tom MacDonald and voted on. Yes 26, No 2 motion passed.
4) Keith and Al will be distributing divisional and playoff winnings following meeting adjournment.

Dave Hunter motioned to adjourn the meeting seconded by Bill Halkias and passed.

